and Critical Thinking
Have you noticed
that most EAP texts claim to teach
critical thinking skills but that in
reality they do little more than ask
students to discuss their opinions
with one another?

Wouldn’t it be sensible
if the critical thinking skills and associated
language became more important and complex as the
EAP syllabus progresses, taking students from lower
order skills like language telling through
the explaining stage and onto the highest
order persuading functions?

Wouldn’t it be helpful if
students were given step by step guidance
on the development of higher order skills in such
areas as analysis (how to break ideas down into
various parts), synthesis (reconstructing the analysis in
new ways) and evaluation (making judgements
from what has been learned)?

Wouldn’t it be much
more effective if an EAP text
followed stages (such as in Bloom’s
taxonomy) and progressed gradually
from lower order to higher order
thinking skills?

If you just caught yourself thinking “definitely!”, then Skillful is a series that you will
appreciate. Skillful practices low order thinking skills at the lower levels and progresses
towards higher order thinking skills at the highest levels. This development logically goes
hand in hand with the development of language skills as the expression of higher order
thinking skills is more linguistically demanding.
Of course, Skillful recognizes that EAP students already know how to exercise critical
thinking in their everyday lives. However, it is essential to teach these skills in an EAP
context as the extent to which students are in the habit of using their thinking skills in the
context of learning will be variable. Skillful therefore leads students to an understanding of
the contexts in which critical thinking skills are valued, what kinds of thinking are relevant
in academic study and how to express these thinking skills in English.
Repeated practice is crucial and so every unit of Skillful has at least one critical
thinking exercise. The sequencing of activities is carefully planned over the series
syllabus, ensuring that students gain confidence in their critical thinking skills, starting
immediately at lower levels using simple skills. As students progress though the course,
they encounter more complex thinking tasks which are made manageable as they are
broken down into smaller steps and sub-skills (see examples on following pages). Through
this approach, students become able to see the whole process and how recognizing subskills allows them to successfully complete critical thinking tasks.
If you are committed to teaching critical thinking skills, Skillful is the best textbook to
be using in your EAP classroom.
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